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Revelation 1:1–3 (NKJV) 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
Him to show His servants—things which must 
shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by 
His angel to His servant John,   2 who bore 
witness to the word of God, and to the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written in it; for the time is near.

Focus Text



Revelation 1:1–2 (NKJV) 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave Him to show His servants—things 
which must shortly take place. And He sent 
and signified it by His angel to His servant 
John,   2 who bore witness to the word of 
God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to 
all things that he saw.



Chain Of Custody
Given To Jesus Christ 
By God - The Father 
Given To His Angel 
Given To His Servant - John 
Given To His Servants - 7 Churches - ALL



“…for this book is pre-eminently one that reveals Jesus in 
His heavenly work after the ascension. In this sense the 
Revelation is, in fact, complementary to the Gospels. They 
record Jesus’ ministry on earth; the Revelation reveals His 
work in the plan of redemption since that time.”


 Francis D. Nichol, ed., The Seventh-Day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7 (Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1980), 728.



Revelation 1:3 (NKJV)

Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written in it; for the 
time is near.



To “read” means to search, to look into the Word of God. 
The word “revelation” means revealing, and if we do not 
read, we cannot receive this blessing. 

Cox, Kenneth. Revelation Pure and Simple 



To “hear” means to listen. It means knowledge—to 
prayerfully open our minds and let the Holy Spirit give us 
understanding. If we shut our ears to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit then the blessing will not be ours. 

Cox, Kenneth. Revelation Pure and Simple 



To “keep” means acceptance and obedience. It means 
walking in the light of what we have learned. If we refuse 
to keep what we learn, we cannot claim this blessing 
either… Because of this attack, Christ, the Revelator, 
gives a blessing to all who will read, hear, and keep the 
words revealed in Revelation. 

Cox, Kenneth. Revelation Pure and Simple 



Revelation 1:4 (NKJV)

John, to the seven churches which are in 
Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who 
is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven Spirits who are before His 
throne





Elsewhere in the book these seven Spirits are portrayed as seven 
lamps of fire (ch. 4:5) and the seven eyes of the Lamb (ch. 5:6). 
The association here of the “seven Spirits” with the Father and with 
Christ, as equally the source of the Christian’s grace and peace, 
implies that they represent the Holy Spirit. The designation “seven” 
is probably a symbolic expression of His perfection, and may also 
imply the variety of the gifts by which He works through man 

          Francis D. Nichol, ed., The Seventh-Day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7

 (Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1980), 732. 



Revelation 1:5–6 (NKJV)

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler 
over the kings of the earth. To Him who 
loved us and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, 6 and has made us kings and 
priests to His God and Father, to Him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 



Revelation 1:7 (NKJV)

Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every 
eye will see Him, even they who pierced 
Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn 
because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

The Second Coming 



Revelation 1:8 (NKJV)

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who 
is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty.”

Christ’s Proclamation



In verse 8, the terms, “the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End” are used to describe both the Father 
and the Son, since They are one. Time begins and ends 
with Them. Jesus promises that He is coming back, for He is 
the One who is to come. Jesus assures us of His return six 
times in Revelation (see Revelation 1:7; 3:11; 16:15; 22:7, 
12, 20) just to make sure we don’t forget it. 

Cox, Kenneth. Revelation Pure and Simple  



Revelation 1:9–10 (NKJV)

I, John, both your brother and companion in 
the tribulation and kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called 
Patmos for the word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind 
me a loud voice, as of a trumpet,



… the positive side of the question is the fact that 
although the Scripture nowhere identifies Sunday as 
having any religious connection with the Lord, repeatedly 
it recognizes that the seventh day, the Sabbath, is the 
Lord’s special day. 

Francis D. Nichol, ed., The Seventh-Day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7 (Review and Herald 
Publishing Association, 1980), 735–736.



…Jesus said, in Mark 2:28, “Therefore the Son of Man is 
also Lord of the Sabbath.” Which day is the Sabbath? 
Exodus 20:10 answers that question: “But the seventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord your God.” John was a follower 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Fourth Commandment, 
which says, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” 
Exodus 20:8. 

Cox, Kenneth. Revelation Pure and Simple . Kenneth Cox. Kindle Edition. 



Isaiah 58:13 (NKJV)

“If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, 
From doing your pleasure on My holy day, 
And call the Sabbath a delight, The holy day 
of the Lord honorable, And shall honor Him, 
not doing your own ways, Nor finding your 
own pleasure, Nor speaking your own 
words, 



Revelation 1:11 (NKJV)

saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write 
in a book and send it to the seven churches 
which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to 
Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”



Revelation 1:12 (NKJV)

Then I turned to see the voice that spoke 
with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands,



Revelation 1:13–14 (NKJV)

and in the midst of the seven lampstands One 
like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment 
down to the feet and girded about the chest 
with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were 
white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes like a flame of fire;



Revelation 1:15–16 (NKJV)

15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a 
furnace, and His voice as the sound of many 
waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven 
stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-
edged sword, and His countenance was like 
the sun shining in its strength.



Daniel 10:5–6 (NKJV)

I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a 
certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was 
girded with gold of Uphaz! 6 His body was like 
beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, 
his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet 
like burnished bronze in color, and the sound of 
his words like the voice of a multitude.



His vision of the glory of Christ is almost identical to the one given 
the prophet Daniel more than 600 years before (see Dan. 10:5-12). 
One of these word pictures describes Him before His humiliation, 
and the other describes Him after He received back His glory as our 
Priest and King. Paul states that Jesus is a Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek, a priestking from the Old Testament. His garment is 
that of the priest, and the golden band around His chest is symbolic 
of His position as a King. 

Cox, Kenneth. Revelation Pure and Simple . Kenneth Cox. Kindle Edition. 



Revelation 1:17–18 (NKJV)

And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as 
dead. But He laid His right hand on me, 
saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First 
and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was 
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. 
Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of 
Death.



Isaiah 28:12–13 (NKJV) 
To whom He said, “This is the rest with which You 
may cause the weary to rest,” And, “This is the 
refreshing”; Yet they would not hear. 13 But the word 
of the Lord was to them, “Precept upon precept, 
precept upon precept, Line upon line, line upon line, 
Here a little, there a little,” That they might go and fall 
backward, and be broken And snared and caught.



Revelation 1:19–20 (NKJV)

Write the things which you have seen, and the 
things which are, and the things which will take 
place after this. 20 The mystery of the seven stars 
which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands 
which you saw are the seven churches. 

The Bible Explains Itself!



Next Week…




